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made no charge but actual out of pocket expenses
for the use of plant. So frequent were these cases
that in the spring of 1916 the Company declined to
allow any further loan of craft or stores from Port
Said, unless the military authority of that area signed
the demand.

Throughout the War the attitude of the Canal
Company towards the military was distinguished by
great generosity. For the use of quays, warehouses,
and so on, not a penny of rent ever was asked. It is
true that from August 1914 to December 1916 the
troops were engaged directly in protecting the pro-
perty of the lender, and, since no suggestion was made
that the latter should contribute towards the heavy
expenditure incurred on the defence, the Company
might be well expected to place its resources at
the British Commander's disposal without charge.
But from 1917 onwards a new situation arose. The
Expeditionary Force was well into Palestine, and the
Suez Canal relieved from danger of further attack.
If the Company had pressed from that date for pay-
ment from the military, it is difficult to perceive how
such a claim could be resisted. But no such demand
ever was preferred. Many months after the Armistice,
indeed, the Army was continuing to occupy extended
storage areas, to the injury of the Company's revenue;
and doubtless would be there to this day had not
the Company finally, and in self-defence, fixed a
definite date when the troops either must evacuate
the ground or pay for the use of it.
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